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Romans 6 
1What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 

Paul is probably countering a belief from young Christians that have misunderstood Paul’s teaching on grace. 
"Moreover the law entered, that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:" Romans 5:20
Paul is making sure they realize that grace makes us dead to sin, not alive to it. God has not given us permission to sin, but the forgiveness of our sins.

2God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 
Paul is saying that if we are dead to sins, how could it be possible to live in them. John tells us that Jesus was manifested to take away our sins and in him is no sin. 1 John 3:5 Paul tells us in Galatians that those that are in Christ Jesus have crucified their sinful nature and all of its lustful desires. Gal. 5:24 The true Christian is dead to sin, the false convert is dead in his sins. Peter tells us that the Christian is dead to sin and alive unto righteousness. 1 Peter 2:24
3Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

Baptism is an outward display of your dedication to the service of the Lord and your consecration to Him alone. When one is baptized he dies to sin and becomes alive to God. Baptism is to all true Christians a renunciation of our sins and a pledge to God to live for Him. Our old man is buried, and our new man is raised in the image of Christ. 

“For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” Gal. 3:27

“Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.” Romans 13:14

When Jesus died on that cross he was completely dead when they took him down. In the same way those who claim to be in Christ should be so completely dead to sin that they have nothing to do with it anymore. They are dead to it. Dead men don’t stir when enticed. Look at a dead man in a casket. You can bribe him, yell at him or try to entice him, he won’t move, he won’t look he won’t give you a reaction at all. Why? Because he is dead.

 5For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 
We are buried with Christ, so in the same way we are raised in newness of life. The old man is dead and buried, the new man is raised in the nature of Christ. We have died to the old life and now we are hidden with Christ in God. Col. 3:3 This is why Paul says for me to live is Christ to die is gain. Paul tells us that now we should walk in newness of life or to live holy unto God now that we have been redeemed. Old things have passed away behold all things become new. Our body of sin is destroyed by Christ, this is clear for even John echoes this fact when he says, Jesus destroyed the works of the devil, by taking away sins power. If sins power still remains in us, then so does the devils power over us. But because sins power has been destroyed Paul says we should not serve sin. Before we were buried with Christ, we were all under sins power and sinful, our members were bringing us toward death. Now, that we are raised in Christ how much more should we be holy and pure under the power of Christ.
7For he that is dead is freed from sin.
Paul is telling us that we are dead to sin. We are free from it. We no longer have to sin. If a man is laying dead in a coffin, you can be as mean as you want to him, he will not respond. You can tell him that he is no good and even hit him, and he will not respond to you. Why? Because he is dead. Not metaphysically, or philosophically, but practically. In the same way a true believer will not respond to the temptations of sin. It is a rare occasion in deed when a true believer falls into sin. But thank God if it happens we have 1 John 1:9. If that ever happens we must repent and renew our mind to the truth in the word. A true believer does not have to try to be dead to sin, He is. Just as a man does not have to try to be a man, he just is. A fish does not have to strive to be a fish, it is born that way. Even so a Christian that born again of the seed of God, does not have to try to be holy, he is. 1 John 3:9
8Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 9Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 10For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 

If we are dead with Christ, meaning dead to sin, alive to God. We know that even as Christ died to save us voluntarily, he destroyed sins dominion over us by giving us His very nature and life. That as Christ died unto sin, even though he never sinned, we should live as he did, live unto God. That is live to please God and not us.
11Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Every true believer has crucified his old nature with all its passions and lust. Gal. 5:24 We are dead to the power of sin and alive to God through Jesus Christ who lives in us and through us. We are to believe that we are dead to sin because of what Christ has done in our lives. Before we were alive unto darkness and sin, now through faith we are alive unto righteousness in Christ Jesus. This is not to say that satan will not try to tempt you to sin, but now you have power through faith in Christ that you are dead to sin. If you resist the temptation satan will flee. John says in 1 John 3:8 "He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil." Salvation is having the works of the devil, (lust, wrath, idolatry, drug use, hatred, rivalry, jealousy, angry outbursts, selfish ambition, sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, conflict, factions,) destroyed through Christ.
 
12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.  13Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 
We are not to live according to our flesh, but to crucify it. Colossians 3:5 We do not yield to the passions of our lust anymore but crucify our flesh. Gal. 5:24 Romans warns us in Chapter 8:13 “For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.” Paul speaks of beating his body or disciplining himself so that if after he preaches to someone else he is not disqualified as a hypocrite. 1 Corinthians 9:27 Paul tells us to not yield to temptations that would rob you of your eternal inheritance. But we are to yield ourselves to God for His glory and use. For we are not are own anymore, we have been bought with a price. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20

14For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.
Hear Paul is very clear in that he says that sin shall not have control over us anymore. For we are not under the Law, but Grace. We know that what the law could not do in that it was week in the flesh, the grace of God did through Christ. The law showed us God's standard without the power to reach it, or perform it. Grace gives us the power to walk in the likeness of Christ. 1 John 2:6, Gal. 5:16 Romans 13:8-10
15What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 16Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 
Paul is addressing those that think they can sin because they are under grace. Paul gives a stern warning, God forbid. Paul warns that if you yield yourself to sin you belong to satan, or if you yield yourself to obedience, that is doing what you know to be right, you belong to God. It could also be translated like this, Do you not know, that to whoever you yield yourself to, that is, to obey, you belong to. Whether you yield yourself to sin that leads to spiritual death, or yielding yourself to obedience to God which leads to eternal life. Jesus even told us that, "whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin." John 8:34 The New King James says it this way, "Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave to sin." Paul is telling us that we are dead to sin. Romans 6:7, 14,18 He tells us in verse 20, that when we were servants of sin, we were free from righteousness. We can't have both. We are either alive to God, by being dead to sin, or dead to God, by being alive to sin.
17But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.
We were by nature slaves to sin and strangers to righteousness, but through faith we are dead to sin and able to obey the word from a sincere heart. John 14:15, 21
We obey God because we love him and his commands we know keep. 1 John 2:3 and 1 John 5:2
 18Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.
We have been set free from the power of sin through Christ. Now we have become bond servants or slaves to righteousness. James calls himself a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ. The New King James says, “bondservant” some other translations say, “slave”. This is why the word says you are a slave to whom you obey. Jude calls himself a servant of the Lord also in Jude 1. Peter also calls himself a servant of the Lord. 2 Peter 1:1

Paul refers to himself as a servant, or it could be translated as a slave of Jesus Christ. Romans 1:1 He belonged to Jesus, he was Christ property. “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.” 1 Cor. 6:20

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship.” Romans 12:1

Jesus teaches us that whoever wants to be great must be servant of all.
“Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” Mark 10:43-45  Jesus came to serve as a servant, ( Philippians 2:7) and he sent us to do the same thing. (John 17:18)

A bondservant in the old testament was a slave that had served his master well and had paid his debt to his master. The master then let him go free, but the slave liked serving his master so well and the master took such good care of him that the slave would ask to be a bondservant that is a lifetime slave to his master. 

Exodus 21:1-6 "Now these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. If thou buy an Hebrew servant, six years he shall serve: and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. If he came in by himself, he shall go out by himself: if he were married, then his wife shall go out with him. If his master have given him a wife, and she have born him sons or daughters; the wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall go out by himself. And if the servant shall plainly say, I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free: Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall serve him for ever."  This is a foreshadow of our loyalty to Christ, to serve Him, and not our sins.

In the same way we were in bondage or slaves to sin and Jesus set us free and gave us so much, that we are so thankful that we become His bondservant serving Him in righteousness and holiness.

 19I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness.
Paul uses the term “infirmity of your flesh” which means, weakness and feebleness. Paul tells them that as you use to yield yourself to uncleanness and sin, now you are to yield yourself to holiness and righteousness. We are to put to death the deeds of our flesh. We are to live different lives once we are Christians. Paul tells us to put off, or stop doing things like filthy communications, lying, fits of anger and blasphemy. Col. 3:5-10

20For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 21What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death.

We used to be slaves to sin, we could not obey righteousness. But now we are slaves to righteousness. We are ashamed of the works of darkness or the things we used to do in our past. Without Christ man is a slave to the passions and lust that war in his flesh. But once a man puts his trust in Christ. The works of the devil are destroyed and we set free from the passions and lust that once held us in bondage bringing death.
 22But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.23For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
 Now that we are free from sin and slaves to God, we have fruit unto holiness. Fruit is proof. If someone says they have an apple tree in their back yard and you go back there and look at it and peaches are growing on it, you know it’s a peach tree and not an apple tree. It doesn’t matter what the owner believes about his tree, if it is not growing apples it is not an apple tree. Does an apple tree have to labor to produce apples? No. Because it’s an apple tree, it will produce apple. A Christian if he is real, will produce fruit, unto holiness. The word servant also means a slave. We are slaves to God, we obey God because we love him and we keep his commandments. John 14:15, 21, 23 Someone that does not love God will not obey Him. John 14:24, 1 John 3:5-7 
 
	Romans 7 
Let us remember what Paul has proved through his word in the proceeding chapter. That He no longer lives in the flesh or allows the motions of sin to work in his members bringing forth fruit unto death. Now that he is not “under the law” (see teachings on “Galatians” & Colossians”) or under sins power, but grace, he serves God in newness of spirit. Keep this in mind as we go through chapter 7 of Romans. And remember the others original intentions in his letter. 
	 


 
1Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) how that the law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth? 2For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. 3So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man.
4Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. 

Here Paul is using the analogy of marriage between a man and a woman to illustrate his point. How that the sinner dies to the law, that stirred up his passions and then because his nature was evil and unregenerated it reacted the very opposite of what the law demanded. The Christian that has faith in the work of Christ and lives by the spirit or the “works of love” does not live to obey the law, but yet they do not transgress it either. They live to follow Christ and automatically fulfill the law. Actually, the true believer fulfills the law. Rom. 13:8-10
For if we walk in the spirit we will not fulfill the lust of the flesh, but we will by our new nature fulfill the law. Gal. 5:6, 5:16, 1 John 2:3-6

We become married to Christ "that we should bring forth fruit unto God", and as Jesus said,

“Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.” Matthew 7:16-20

Salvation could not be, nor was it ever, by the law. God has always had one way of saving man, and that is by the grace of God, through faith in the atonement of Christ. The animal sacrifices of the Old Testament typified Christ. There were various degrees of understanding by those offering the sacrifices; but when the people offered sacrifices in faith with a broken heart, they were affirming the insufficiency of their own works and need for a blood atonement.

Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord (Genesis 6:8) before the written law was given.

Paul used the example of Abraham to illustrate that man is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith. Romans 4:3: For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Abraham believed that in his seed (Christ) all the nations of the earth would be blessed. When was righteousness counted to him? Before he was circumcised -- before the deeds of the law.

As the body of Christ was broken on the cross and raised from the dead, believers are to become dead to the old legal system with the Priesthood and animal sacrifices as provision for the forgiveness of sin. Now we are to approach God through a new and living way. Not only are Christians dead to the rites and rituals of the law, but to its curses and penalties. We are no longer married to Moses, but to Christ. The ceremonial law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ (John 1:17).

However, there are some similarities in the two covenants. Both the law of Moses and the law of Christ require obedience motivated by love to God and neighbor. Should the Christian return to sin, he again falls under the curses and penalties of the law. Christ has not set aside the moral percepts of the law, nor will he ever. The law of marriage remains the same with our new partner. Therefore, we must be faithful and obedient wives. But now we do have a much better husband, and we rejoice in being faithful wives. Under the old husband, we were adulteresses; and our marriage produced sin, misery, bondage and death. But now we have a new marriage, and the fruit of the new relationship is righteousness, peace, joy, freedom, and eternal life.

Paul appeals to the prophet Habakkuk to further his point that it has always been faith that reveals the righteousness of God, The just shall live by faith (Romans 1:17).

Righteousness is always present in saving faith. Faith is the will embracing the truth that has been revealed to the soul. Faith is acting on the Truth.” George E. (Jed) Smock / WALKING IN THE SPIRIT

5For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.

Paul speaks in the past tense here when he says, “for when we were” in the flesh. By the flesh he is referring to the old carnal, fleshly nature, that had it’s fruit unto death. For he says “the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. Paul is talking about those before Christ, the motions or sinful actions or acts which were stimulated by the law, were at work in you to bring forth spiritual death.

 6But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.

We know he was speaking of before Christ in the previs verse, for in this verse he says, “But now” that we are delivered from the law, having died to that power that held you captive, so that now you can serve the Lord in newness of spirit and not in the old way which brought bondage.
7What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 8But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead. 9For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. 10And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. 11For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. 12Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. 13Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful.

Paul speaks as someone who is still under the law. For Paul says, I had not known sin, but by the law. The righteous requirements of the law brought out and exposed Paul’s own sinful nature before his conversion. He goes on to explain the experiences of those that try to justify themselves by the law. The law does not give them any power to obey, and yet the commandments stir up within one, the very sins the law condemns.  Not that the law is sinful, but it just exposes the sinful condition of the human heart. Paul has already made it clear that he no longer walks in the flesh but the spirit. He has also told us that he is dead indeed unto sin and he does not obey the sinful nature anymore. (Romans 6:6, 10, 14, 18, 22)

“Sin Revived -- A reversal takes place: sin was dead and I alive; but now, law having come, sin is alive an I am dead. I died -- And the question is, who killed me? The answer is not law; but law waked up sin, and sin killed me.” WHEDON'S COMMENTARY ON THE N. T. / D. D. Whedon

“Now he brings up the objection again. How can any thing that is good be made death unto you?--"Was, then, that which is good made death unto me?--God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might be exceedingly sinful." And he vindicates the law, by showing that it is not the fault of the law, but the fault of sin, and that this very result shows at once the excellence of the law and the exceeding sinfulness of sin. Sin must be a horrible thing, if it can work such a perversion, as to take the good law of God and make it the means of death.” LEGAL EXPERIENCE / Lectures To Professing Christians / Charles G. Finney

14For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. 15For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. 16If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. 17Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 18For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 19For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. 20Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.

When Paul says that “I am carnal, sold under sin” we have a major problem if Paul is speaking about his present condition. Because he has just told us that he is spiritual (which is the exact opposite of carnal) and free from sin (which is the exact opposite of being a slave to sin) in chapter six, not only that it would also appear that this verse would not only contradict chapter six, but eight also. There are no contradictions of scriptures in the Bible, only misinterpretation of scriptures. We only have a few options here, ether Paul was confused, meaning one minute he is free from sin, the next he is a slave, then the next moment he is free again, only to become a slave. Two, is he is a hypocrite, meaning he’s telling others to do what he himself cannot. He told the Corinthians that if anyone professes to be a Christian and yet lives in sin to have nothing to do with them. He even says to not eat with them. 1 Corinthians 5:11

"For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am carnal, sold under sin." Here is the hinge, on which the whole questions turns. Now mark; the apostle is here vindicating the law against the objection, that if the law is the means of death to sinners, it cannot be good. Against this objection, he goes on to show, that all its action on the mind of the sinner proves it to be good. Keeping his eye on this point, he argues, that the law is good, and that the evil comes from the motions of sin in our members. Now he comes to that part which is supposed to delineate a Christian experience, and which is the subject of controversy. He begins by saying, "the law is spiritual but I am carnal." This word carnal he uses once and only once, in reference to Christians, and then it was in reference to persons who were in a very low state in religion. "For ye are yet carnal; for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men." These Christians had backslidden, and acted as if they were not converted persons, but were carnal. The term itself is generally used to signify the worst of sinners. Paul here defines it so; "carnal, sold under sin." Could that be said of Paul himself, at the time he wrote this epistle? Was that his own experience? Was he sold under sin?" Was that true of the great apostle? No, but he was vindicating the law, and he uses an illustration, by supposing a case.” LEGAL EXPERIENCE / Lectures To Professing Christians / Charles G. Finney

“For we know that the law is spiritual. The apostle continues still further to show that, not the law, but sin is the source of death. The law is "spiritual," that is, is divine and adapted to our spiritual nature. While there were "carnal ordinances," its essential principles were spiritual. I am carnal. Paul describes his condition while under the law. It was spiritual; but he was carnal, and hence, there was a conflict. Sold under sin. Hence, in a state of slavery. Though Paul uses the present tense, in order to make the description more vivid, he describes his condition before he became a Christian.” THE PEOPLE'S NEW TESTAMENT / B. W. Johnson

“His opening statement of the passage of controversy, "I am carnal, sold under sin" is the key to understanding the rest of the chapter. Superficially, it would appear that in this verse alone we see grave controversies with both the previous and the following chapter if he is saying that he is carnal and sold under sin at the time of his writing of the book of Romans. According to the previous chapter, those who are "sold under sin" are under the sentence of eternal death. True Christians are free from sin and are servants to God. 

If Paul is confessing he is a servant to sin, then he could not be the same servant of righteousness who is "free from sin" discussed in chapter 6! If he is "sold under sin" the same time he was the Apostle of Christ, death is his reward. Only if he yields unto obedience and is free from sin is he the servant of righteousness.

If the Apostle Paul was "carnal and sold under sin" at the same time he was the Apostle of Christ, and yielded to uncleanness and to iniquity, as many claim Romans 7:14-25 teaches, then he was "free from righteousness" and spiritually dead, and headed for the second death.

If the Apostle Paul was never free from sin during his life, but still served sin all of his days, and if he bore unholy fruit instead of holy fruit unto God, then he did not obtain everlasting life. Earning the wages of sin as a servant to sin, he was not a recipient of the gift of eternal life, but of eternal death.

Is the Apostle Paul walking in spiritual death, and not in the life of Christ at the time of his writing of the seventh chapter of Romans? Is he confessing to us that he, as an Apostle, is an enemy of God because of his carnality? It cannot be!

In the context of the surrounding passages, it becomes increasingly clear that Paul is not describing his experience as a mature Christian here in Romans 7:14-23, but he is speaking of his life trying to serve God under the law before his conversion experience. This is a description of Saul of Tarsus, Pharisee of Pharisees and persecutor of the saints; not Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles and writer of half the New Testament. This is a description of a man who is at war with God, not at peace with God, with a guilty conscience, not a clean conscience. This is a man who is a slave to sin, not a slave to righteousness. He is alive to sin, not dead to sin through Christ. Remember Paul's purpose: to show the powerlessness of the law to destroy the sinfulness of man, not the powerlessness of the Gospel to destroy the sinfulness of man. Although he spoke in the past tense up to verse 14 in referring to his state of bondage under the law, he is referring to the same state when he speaks in the present tense from verses 14b-25.

I believe that he speaks in the present tense in the last half of Romans 7 simply for dramatic effect. This might seem to be a rather far-fetched excuse for a tense change, but if we will carefully consider the context it clearly becomes the only plausible explanation. When I first began to consider this as an alternative interpretation, I began to realize how frequently I use this form of speech in daily conversation. We do it all the time. For instance, "Hey everybody, I got a ticket on the way to work today. It was terrible! I am driving along on route I-75, enraptured in worship while listening to Hosanna's new praise album and finishing the last of my McDonalds french fries, and I do not see the bright orange construction signs in front of me. I look down at the radio, and when I look up, there is this fellow with a STOP sign right in front of me with this look of terror on his face. Ahhhh! I swerve the fellow and hit the curb, then jump the lane and crash right into a police car as the officer spills his hot coffee all over his lap!" I spoke present tense to describe a past event, just like Paul did in Romans 7:14-25 and I Timothy 1:15 -- we do this all the time.” REFUTING POPULAR PSEUDO-BIBLICAL EXCUSES FOR SIN / J. Patrick Johnston

“Many commentators have thought that 7:14-25 describes Paul's struggle with sin at the time he was writing the passage, because he uses present-tense verbs. But diatribe style, which Paul uses in much of Romans, was graphic in its images, and Paul in the context has been describing his past life under law (7:7-13). Thus it is more likely that Paul contrasts the spiritual worthlessness of religious introspection and self-centeredness (count the "I's" and "me's") in Roman 7 with the life of the Spirit by grace in Romans 6 and 8.” THE IVP BIBLE BACKGROUND COMMENTARY / Craig S. Keener

“Are we to believe that Paul in his converted state was unspiritual? That he was a slave to sin? Paul didn't understand what he was doing? It appears to be quite a stretch to harmonize the Christian experience with this verse. Why was Paul teaching anyone anything if he himself didn't understand what he was doing? Then he takes the bold step to admonish others to imitate his behavior. This is preposterous!” THE ROMAN SEVEN MAN / Bruce Moylan

21I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 22For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 23But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 
	Romans 8 
 

1There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.

Here Paul is again telling us that we are dead to the power of sin. He says that if we walk after the spirit we will not walk after the flesh.
 3For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

Remember Paul told us that the law could not give us power over sin, because it was weak through the flesh, But God sent his own Son in our likeness to destroy sin in the flesh. Sin has been destroyed. 1 John 3:5-10

“And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin. Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him. Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.”
 4That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

The righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us that don’t walk after the flesh, but after the Spirit. The whole law is fulfilled in those that walk after the Spirit.

Romans 13:8-10
Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

Galatians 5:16
This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

 5For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

Paul here shows that to be carnal or fleshly will lead to death. So this totally contradicts common interpretation of chapter seven by most of the unspiritual preachers of our day. Paul referred to the carnality of the Corinthian church also.

It is taught in many churches today that a carnal Christian is a Christian who acts identically to the unsaved. A carnal Christian believes that he just has not grown up spiritually yet. He is a “Babe in Christ”. Even though he or she may have been a professed believer for over twenty years. This is a very dangerous teaching, because it’s not what the word says.

“The word “carnal” comes from the Greek root “sarx” (flesh) giving, “sarkikos” meaning “fleshly”. Each time the word “flesh” or “fleshly” is used in the Bible, where in context, it is describing a moral action, it can be replaced by the word “carnal”. The two words are the same in Greek; they only differ in some English traslations.” Winkie Pratney, (The Carnal Christian)


The verse in the Bible that many use to justify carnal behavior is found in 1 Cor. 3:3 “For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?”

First, it was envy, strife and divisions only, that Paul accused them of being carnal. And they repented of these too, as you can read in 2 Cor.7:9-11

Second, Paul told the Corinthian church to expel the sexually immoral man that was attending their church. 

(1 Cor. 5:1-5) Paul called this man a “wicked person”. Not a babe in Christ. God’s word says: “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.” Psalm 9:17 So we can see this man in adultery was not heading for heaven. Not if he was wicked anyway. If the Corinthian church were adulterers, thieves, drunkards, etc... why would Paul tell them to “not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat.” 1 Cor. 5:9,11 If this is true to the carnal Christian teaching, Paul would be, in essence, telling the Corinthian church not to meet together or fellowship together. Since they would be a bad influence on each other. This is absurd!

“The carnal minds of some of the Corinthians prove that they are spiritually dead and are at enmity with God. If they were "spiritually-minded" and bearing the fruits of life and peace, they would have received the things of God from Paul's lips and moved on to meat by then.

It is not his purpose to comfort the sinners in the congregation by addressing them as "brethren" or "babes in Christ", but he is trying to do the exact opposite. I believe he is bringing up evidence to question the profession of faith of these sinners "among them". A carnal Christian is a contradiction in terms, and that, my friend, is exactly his point. As Jesus said, a good tree cannot bring forth bad fruit (Matthew 7:15-20). These professing Christians were bringing forth bad fruit, which reveals to us that they are bad trees. Paul was judging them by their fruits as Jesus commanded.

 7Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

"Are you yet carnal?" he asks. He points out envying, strife, and divisions "among them" - all works of the flesh, leaven in the congregation. Regarding these sins, Paul says in another epistle,

Galatians 5:29-21: Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these: ... fornication,... variance,... strife,... envyings,... as I have told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

This is an important point. Paul rebukes the Corinthians of sin that he says in his epistle to the Galatians will keep men from the kingdom of God!

Paul rebukes the church in general in I Corinthians 5 for tolerating the grossest of sins within the church fellowship. They did not judge righteous judgment as Christ commanded (John 7:24, Matthew 18:15-18). He does not accuse them of sin for not judging the sinners "among them", for this lack of church discipline could very well be the result of ignorance and immaturity, not necessarily sinfulness. He instructs the church to take the unrepentant "fornicator" that calls himself a brother, as well as the "covetous", the "idolater", the "railer", the "drunkard", and the "extortioner", and cast them out of the church! He instructs them not even to eat with such wicked hypocrites (I Corinthians 5:1-13)!

I Corinthians 5:13: Put away from among yourselves that wicked person..

Paul rebukes the church further in I Corinthians 6 for not judging properly. Then in verses 9-11, he warns them that sinners such as this fornicating "brother", a carnal man "among them" are not heaven bound. He also lists "idolaters", "covetous", and "revilers" as sinners who will not inherit the kingdom of God.

These are important points to remember in our evaluation of I Corinthians 3:1-3. True, he addresses them as "brethren", but what does he say about these carnal men "among them"? They are hell bound! They are "false brethren" in their midst, of whom Paul speaks in other places (Galatians 2:4; II Corinthians 11:26).

Furthermore, in Paul's second letter to the Corinthians he expresses fear that some in the church are still sinning and that the church is not judging them, not fully complying with his rebukes in his first letter:

II Corinthians 12:20: I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I would, and that I shall be found unto you such as ye would not: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, back bitings, whisperings, swellings, and tumults:

21. And lest, when I come again, my God will humble me among you, and that I shall bewail many which have sinned already, and have not repented of the uncleanness and fornication and lasciviousness which they have committed.

Paul fears their impenitence. This carnal behavior observed in the Corinthian church by the Apostle could only be present because of carnal, unrepentant minds "among them".

Speaking of these sins, James says,

Jam.3:14: But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth.

15. This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.

16. For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.

Where such sin as that found among the Corinthian saints prevail, there are devils and every evil work!

Furthermore, in Romans 16:17 Paul tells the saints to mark those who would cause divisions and avoid them. These backslidden "carnal Christians" were subject to be excommunicated from the Corinthian church unless they repented (changed their minds from natural and carnal to spiritual and Christ-like). They would have done well to forsake any security they had in their salvation and examine themselves, whether they be in the faith, and repent of their carnal behavior, their envying, their strife, and their ungodly divisions, which will cause one not to inherit God's kingdom (II Corinthians 13:5).” Refuting Popular Pseudo-Biblical Excuses for Sin / by Dr. J. Patrick Johnston

9But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

“In the Spirit - Under his government. If any man have not the Spirit of Christ - Dwelling and governing in him. He is none of his - He is not a member of Christ; not a Christian; not in a state of salvation. A plain, express declaration, which admits of no exception. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear!” John Wesley
 10And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

 “Now if Christ be in you - Where the Spirit of Christ is, there is Christ. The body indeed is dead - Devoted to death. Because of sin - Heretofore committed. But the Spirit is life - Already truly alive. Because of righteousness - Now attained. From Rom 8:13, St. Paul, having finished what he had begun, Rom 6:1, describes purely the state of believers.” John Wesley
 11But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.

12Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. 13For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 

Here Paul tells us that we owe God our lives. Then warns us that if we live after the flesh we will die spiritually, but if we put to death by faith the deeds or works of the flesh or body, we will live.
14For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 15For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
	


